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Historic Resources
1. Introduction

The aesthetic value of a community's historic architecture is widely recognized. Less obvious, but no 
less important, is the sense of psychological well being our architectural heritage may foster. In an era 
of ever quickening change, mobility, and standardization, Madbury's historic landscape provides a 
unique identity, a sense of time, place, and continuity. That Madbury's Master Plan should 
appropriately address such aesthetic values is clearly set forth in the landmark U.S. Supreme Court 
decision of Berman vs. Parker (1954) in which the court declared: 

"The concept of the public welfare is 
broad and inclusive. The values it 
represents are spiritual as well as 
physical, aesthetic as well as 
monetary. It is within the power of the 
legislature to determine that the 
community should be beautiful as well 
as healthy, spacious as well as clean, 
well balanced as well as carefully 
patrolled. " 

The DeMerritt House 
Cherry Lane 

c. 1723
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2. Early History

The following is excerpted verbatim from Eloi Adams' Madbury: Its People and Places (1968): 

"The first mention of Madbury is found in a record of March 19,1693, when forty acres of 
land were granted to Francis Pitman on the northeast side of the path going to Madbury. 
That same day, thirty acres were laid out to Stephen Willey on 'ye north side of ye mast- 
Path which comes from Madbury. 

The name 'Madbury' was first applied to a section north of the center of the town. It was 
named for Modbury in Devonshire, England, which was for centuries the county seat of 
the Champernowne family. A member of this family, Captain Champernowne of the 
Dover Combination of 1640, took a grant of a large timber lot on the west and northwest 
of the town, cut the trees into huge masts for ships, and hauled them to the Piscataqua 
River where they were floated to Portsmouth and the sea. Captain Champernowne liked 
the place so much he named it for his home in England. 

The name 'Modbury' was later corrupted to 'Madberry' and 'Madburry' , finally 
becoming 'Madbury'. There is no other town in the United States with the same shape or 
name as Madbury. 

The town is as old as Dover, having been an original part in 1623. Madbury became an 
entity in 1735, when John and Judah Tasker gave an acre of land to the inhabitants on 
which to build a meetinghouse... 

The first meetinghouse in Madbury was erected in 1735 near where now stands the fire 
station. The church was a fine specimen of early American architecture, with a high 
pulpit and sounding board, and high back pews with doors. The meetinghouse was torn 
down about the middle of the nineteenth century, and some of the material was used in 
the building of the present town hall. No other relic remains, except the keys that for 
years were in the possession of Maj. John DeMerritt, who later gave them to Eloi A. 
Adams. 

By act of the legislature passed May 31, 1755, Madbury was erected as a parish by its 
present name. It was empowered to raise money for the separate support of the ministry, 
schools, and paupers, but remained as before with respect to province taxes, highways, 
etc., until May 20, 1768, when it was invested with full town privileges... 

At the time Madbury was incorporated as a parish (1755), the population numbered 
nearly 700.” 
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A town wide survey of Madbury's historic architecture was undertaken between 1979 and 1983. The 
survey documented 81 buildings that were constructed prior to 1940. 

The survey identified thirteen surviving pre-Revolutionary houses in Madbury. Most of these thirteen 
houses were built in the Georgian style. The Georgian style is of Italian Renaissance derivation; it 
gained popularity in England and America in the early 1700s at the beginning of the reign of King 
George I, hence its designation, “Georgian.” 

The Georgian style is characterized by heavy classical ornamentation of Roman origin, symmetrical 
fenestration, and a massive center chimney. The majority of Madbury's surviving buildings from this 
period are one and one-half story capes, featuring a center entry flanked by a pair of windows on each 
side of the front door. 

Madbury can boast four outstanding examples of Georgian-era buildings: the c.1750 Huckins House at 
33 Nute Road, the c.1723 Powder Major DeMerritt House at 6 Cherry Lane (depicted in the photo 
below), the c.1750 Jonathan Ham House on Freshet Road, and the c.1740 William Dam House on 
Pudding Hill Road. The latter is a good example of the two and one-half story version of Georgian. 
Another notable early structure is the old Jabre Farm (site #59) on Pudding Hill Road; this house is 
said to be the oldest in town. 

All of Madbury's surviving Georgian style houses are rather restrained and conservative in their use of 
architectural ornament. Such outward austerity is typical of rural New Hampshire, in sharp contrast to 
the flamboyance of wealthy merchants in nearby Portsmouth and other coastal ports. Madbury's 
architecture seems to reflect the prevailing Yankee ethic that material success could be had but not 
flaunted. 

“Powder Major” 
John DeMerritt 

House 
Cherry Lane 

c. 1723
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3. Federal Period

The years following the Revolutionary War through the first decades of the nineteenth century were a 
time of national and regional advances in transportation, commerce, agriculture, industry, and 
architecture. Large, self-sufficient farms dominated Madbury’s landscape during this era. These farms 
developed on land that had been cleared by intensive logging during the eighteenth century. 

The Hayes/Raynes farm on 
Old Stage Road is an 
excellent example of a farm 
from this period. This 
complex included a tannery, a 
shoe shop, a brickyard, a 
sawmill, a blacksmith shop, 
and probably many other 
structures. 

Chesley House 
Perkins Road 
1800 

The first decades of the 
nineteenth century brought 
many changes to Madbury. 
America's Industrial 
Revolution commenced, and 
Madbury's farmers geared up 
to meet the challenge of 
feeding mill workers in 
nearby factory towns. 

Gradually, the self-sufficient farms of the eighteenth century gave way to commercial or specialty 
farming, as Madbury became an important food supplier to area mill towns such as Dover. 

The survey noted seventeen surviving buildings which exhibit features of the Federal style, usually 
dating from the 1790's through the 1830's. Like Georgian, the Federal style is of Roman origin. But 
the Federal style is lighter, more delicate, and more graceful than the Georgian. Typically, the 
Federal style building has a shallow pitched hipped roof, and long slender chimneys near the 
sidewalls. 

Four of Madbury's seventeen buildings dating to this period are particularly good examples of Federal 
architecture: The c.1810 Torr House at 42 Cherry Lane (moved here from Dover in 1974), the c.1810 
John DeMerritt Homestead at Madbury Road & Route 155, the c.1815 Kingman Farm off Route 155, 
and the c.1800 Chesley House on Perkins Road. 
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A typical Federal feature is the elliptical shaped 
fanlight above the front door, as exemplified by 
the DeMerritt apartments, shown in the photos 
to the right and below. 

DeMerritt Apartments 
Madbury Road & Rt. 155 

1810 
(right) 

John DeMerritt Homestead 
Madbury Road 
c. 1810
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The Kingman Farm and the Chesley House are Madbury's only three story buildings dating to the 
Federal period. Note that the ceiling heights in these two houses become progressively shorter in the 
upper stories, a feature which is typical of Federal style buildings. 

Kingman Farm 
Route 155 

c. 1815
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4. Mid-19th Century

When the Boston & Maine Railroad laid the line from Exeter to Dover (via Madbury) in 1841, local 
farmers immediately realized far greater marketing opportunities. Easy access to the railroad allowed 
Madbury farmers to ship perishable foods, especially dairy products, to Boston and other more distant 
markets. From 1830 to 1860, Madbury farmers were particularly prosperous. 

Throughout most of the nineteenth century, Madbury's economy was based primarily on lumbering and 
agriculture. The trend towards commercial farming continued during this period, and provided the 
capital for a major building campaign that significantly altered the local landscape. Madbury's 
numerous and excellent examples of Greek Revival style farmhouses date from this era. 

In 1858, the town voted to tear down the old meetinghouse that had stood since 1735 in the vicinity of 
the present fire station. In its place, the present Town Hall was erected in 1861.  

Madbury Town Hall 
Town Hall Road 
c. 1861

During the 1820's, the people of Greece fought a war to free themselves from 400 years of domination 
by the Ottoman Empire. The Greek cause had much sympathy in rural America, as it came to 
symbolize a struggle between democratic values versus the interests of Old World monarchies and 
wealthy urban residents. Rural New Hampshire's partisan sympathies are reflected in the architecture 
of this period. Buildings were consciously designed to emulate ancient Greek temples. 
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The Survey noted twenty-one houses in Madbury 
dating to the 1830s & 1840s, the period in which the 
Greek Revival style enjoyed its greatest popularity in 
America. Sixteen of these twenty-one buildings 
exhibit features that are distinctively Greek Revival. 
Five of these houses represent particularly good 
examples of the style: the c.1828 Hayes House at 42 
Nute Road (right), the c.1847 Tibbetts House at 77 
Hayes Road, the c.1840 Town House on Madbury 
Road, the c.1830 DeMerritt House on Evans Road, 
and the c.1840 Nathaniel Meserve House, also on 
Evans Road.  

Hayes House 
Nute Road 

c. 1828 (right)

The front doorway of the Meserve House (left) also 
typifies the Greek Revival style Madbury buildings of 
this period. The classical entablature above the door is 
supported on both sides by Ionic pilasters. Pilasters are 
essentially two-dimensional versions of ancient Greek 
columns. Other typically Greek features include the 
sidelights (windows) that flank the front entry, and the 
triangular shaped pediments above the windows along 
the front of the house (below).  

Nathaniel Meserve House 
Evans Road 
c. 1840 (above; right)
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In the mistaken belief that ancient Greek temples were originally white, many rural New England 
houses began to emulate this color scheme during the mid-19th century. A number of Madbury houses 
continue this tradition to the present day. 

5. Late 19th Century

The central role of agriculture in the economy of nineteenth century Madbury is revealed by a close 
inspection of federal census returns. In 1870, for example, 84% of the Town's 149 adult males referred 
to themselves as farmers or farm laborers. Of the remaining 24 men, five were carpenters, ten worked 
in shoe manufacturing (probably in Dover), five were without occupation, and the other four reported 
miscellaneous jobs: bookkeeping, stone cutting, printing engraving, and one who worked in a 
bleachery. 

The 1860s marked the high point of the agricultural boom in Madbury. A decline in agriculture then 
began, caused in large part by two national events: the Civil War and the opening of the 
transcontinental railroad. 

Tibbetts House sheds (no longer standing) 
Town Hall Road 
c. 1800

Madbury's economy apparently suffered during the nationwide post-Civil War economic recession. As 
times got hard, many New Englanders took the transcontinental railroad and relocated on newly 
opened land in the west. It is not known how many people from Madbury actually moved west, but it 
is known that the population declined dramatically during the 1860s and 1870s. The western railroads 
not only took local people away, they also brought in cheaper farm products from the Midwest. 
Certainly, Madbury is typical of many New England towns that were unable to match this competition. 
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The steady loss of population, and thus a good part of the workforce, created another shift in the local 
agricultural economy. Farmers began switching from produce that required daily labor, such as dairy 
products, to seasonal crops. By 1880, the number of cows declined substantially from the previous 
census, while the value shown for orchard products more than doubled. 

Population History  Madbury's population peaked 
at 695 residents during the 

middle of the eighteenth 
century; by 1920, it had 

plummeted to 326. 

The survey noted seventeen surviving buildings from the latter half of the 19th century, commonly 
referred to as the Victorian period, in reference to Queen Victoria who reigned from 1837 to 1901. In 
Madbury, the Greek style remained very popular, as exemplified by the 1861 Town Hall, the c.1860 
Hayes House on Mill Hill Road, and the c.1860 Cockins House on Freshet Road. 
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Also making a local appearance during this period was the ltalianate style. A typical ltalianate 
feature is a large door hood over the front entry supported by heavy wooden brackets, as exemplified 
by the c.1870 Church House off Route 155, and the Tuttle House on Hayes Road, depicted in the 
photo below. 

Tuttle 
House 
Hayes Road 
c. 1840
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Madbury has one building in the Second Empire style, the Hanson House at the corner of Pudding 
Hill Road and Route 155. This style takes its name from the French Second Empire (Napoleon III: 
1852-1870) during which time much of present day Paris was built. The style's trademark, the mansard 
roof, was popular in part due to a unique function: it could serve as an additional story as well as a 
roof. The c.1800 Hanson house, originally a one and one half story Federal era cape, was expanded 
upward toward the end of the century with a mansard/second story addition. 

Hanson House 
Pudding Hill Road 
c. 1800

Approved August 2001 2.4-14

Town of Madbury, New Hampshire 
Master Plan: Toward the Year 2010

Historic Resources 



6. 20th Century

The early twentieth century saw an even greater decline in Madbury's farm economy, accentuated by 
the destruction by fire of several large barns and the old DeMerritt house. 

One important boost to the local economy at the turn of the century was the establishment of the Rose 
Farm by W.H. Elliot. Elliot built his first greenhouse in 1901. Aided by easy access to the railroad, he 
intended to grow American Beauty roses and transport them to distant markets, but because this type 
of rose was unsuccessful, he switched to the Killarney rose instead. 

Elliott Greenhouse 
Route 155 

c. 1901
The Elliot greenhouses provided many jobs, especially at the nearby railroad 
depot. Glass and greenhouse supplies, in addition to several carloads of coal, came to the Madbury 
Station each week. The roses were shipped to destinations throughout the northeast United States. 

The advent of the automobile dramatically affected Madbury's landscape. The town's quiet back roads, 
open spaces, stonewalls, and picturesque old farmhouses make Madbury an inviting place to live. At 
present, the vast majority of the town's workforce is employed outside of Madbury. The ease of 
commuting has led to the subdivision and development of Madbury's former farmland. 
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Despite these dramatic changes, for the most part Madbury retains the historic character of a rural New 
England village. In many parts of town, the landscape is one of fine old houses surrounded by open 
fields and forests. To a remarkable extent, Madbury's architectural heritage has been preserved, lending 
a sense of continuity to the town's past and present. 

Towards the end of the 19th century, America rediscovered its own pre-industrial history. The 
Georgian and Federal style, after being ignored for nearly a century, regained a popularity that has yet 
to abate. 

Miles House 
Madbury Road 
c. 1800

The house was 
extensively 
remodeled in the 20th 

century. 

Colonial Revival features are found in approximately a dozen early 20th century buildings scattered 
throughout town. Madbury's most prominent example of this enthusiasm for the Colonial Revival is 
the c.1800 Miles House at 173 Madbury Road, a building that was extensively remodeled in the 20th 
century (photo above). 
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The exposed roof rafter ends on the front porch of the 1935 Fullington House at 254 Littleworth 
Road are typical features of the Bungalow style. This style was popular during the early decades 
of the 20th century, as these buildings were relatively inexpensive (Do-It-Yourself plans sold for 
$15) and easily constructed. The name "bungalow" is a corruption of the Hindustani "bangla", 

meaning seasonal shelter "belonging to 
Bengal". The 20th century American 
version of "bangla" oftentimes incorporated 
the lightness of Japanese construction, and 
the decorative motifs of the Colonial 
Revival. 

Fullington House 
254 Littleworth 
Road 
c. 1935
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Table 1: Madbury Historic Building Survey 
SOURCE: Madbury Cultural Resource Survey, Inventory, & Plan, July 1983 

Note: In most cases dates are estimates. 

Date 
Built  Building Type  Address 
1693 Georgian  Pudding Hill Road 
1723 Georgian/Federal  6 Cherry Lane 
1740 Georgian  Pudding Hill Road 
1750 Georgian  259 Littleworth Road 
1750 Georgian  38 Huckins Road 
1750 Georgian/Federal  241 Littleworth Road 
1750  Georgian  56 Old Stage Road 
1750 Georgian  50 Old Stage Road 
1750 Georgian  40 Mill Hill Road 
1750 Georgian  54 Nute Road 
1750 Georgian  33 Nute Road 
1750 Georgian Route 108
1750 Georgian Freshet Road
1779 Georgian/Federal 82 Old Stage Road 
1780  Georgian/Greek Freshet Road 
1790  Georgian  Route 155 
1790  Georgian  Drew Road 
1800  Georgian/Federal  25 Town Hall Road 
1800  Federal  65 Cherry Lane 
1800  Federal  173 Madbury Road 
1800  Federal/Mansard  Pudding Hill Road 
1800  Federal  Perkins Road 
1800  Georgian  Freshet Road 
1810  Federal  42 Cherry Lane 
1810  Federal  Rt. 155 & Madbury Road 
1815  Cape  Madbury Road 
1815  Federal  Kingman Farm, Rt. 155 
1820  Federal/Greek  34 Huckins Road 
1820  Federal  Perkins Road 
1823  Federal  Town Hall Road 
1826  Federal/Greek  61 Hayes Road 
1828  Greek Revival  42 Nute Road 
1830  Greek Revival  271 Littleworth Road 
1830  Federal/Italianate  221 Littleworth Road 
1830  Cape  8 Cherry Lane 
1830  Federal/Greek Evans Road 
1830  Greek Revival  Perkins Road 
1840  Greek Revival  98 Old Stage Road 
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Date 
Built  Building Type  Address 
1840  Greek Revival  22 Mill Hill Road 
1840  Greek Revival  Hayes Road 
1840  Greek Revival  40 Town Hall Road 
1840  Vernacular  Madbury Road 
1840  Greek Revival  Madbury Road 
1840  Greek Revival  Fire Dept., Madbury Road 
1840  Greek Revival  Evans Road 
1840  Greek Revival  Route 108 
1842  Greek Revival  242 Littleworth Road 
1845  Greek Revival  Perkins Road 
1847  Greek Revival  77 Hayes Road 
1850  Italianate  225 Littleworth Road 
1850  Greek Revival  29 Town Hall Road 
1850  Greek Revival  115 Hayes Road 
1850  Italianate  Perkins Road 
1850  Greek Revival  Route 108 
1854  Greek Revival  75 Cherry Lane 
1855  Greek Revival  25 Huckins Road 
1860  Greek/Italianate  35 Lee Road (Route 155) 
1860  Greek Revival  Freshet Road 
1861  Greek Revival  Town Hall 
1870  Greek/Italianate  22 Lee Road (Route 155) 
1870  Greek/Italianate  Elliott Rose, Route 155 
1880  Vernacular  70 Cherry Lane 
1890  Vernacular  33 Mill Hill Road 
1890  Vernacular  Hayes Road 
1890  Vernacular  Town Hall Road 
1895  Vernacular  Elliott Rose, Route 155 
1900  Vernacular  255 Littleworth Road 
1900  Vernacular  Town Hall Road 
1900  Vernacular  35 Town Hall Road 
1900  Vernacular  Piscataqua Road 
1901  Greenhouses  Elliott Rose, Route 155 
1910  Bungalow  Route 155 
1910  Vernacular  Pudding Hill Road 
1910  Vernacular  Piscataqua Road 
1917  Country Gothic  Union Church, Town Hall Rd. 
1919  Vernacular  Elliott Rose, Route 155 
1925  Vernacular  Piscataqua Road 
1930  Bungalow  254 Littleworth Road 
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7. Recommendations

Given Madbury's relatively flat terrain and its proximity to estuarine transportation routes, it seems 
probable that the town hosts a number of prehistoric archeological sites. Known historic sites (post- 
1623) include a number of eighteenth and nineteenth century mill sites. Particular care should be taken 

that archeological sites are not disturbed during real estate 
development activities. 

Recommendation: Identify and map archeological sites. 

Pinehurst Farm 
Hayes Road 
c. 1790

               Union Congregational Church 
Town Hall Road 
c. 1917

There are numerous eighteenth and nineteenth century 
graveyards scattered throughout town. The gravestones 
therein constitute a valuable and irreplaceable historic 
resource. The Planning Board supports and endorses the on-
going inventory of Madbury's historic sites. These sites 
include isolated gravesites, Indian burial grounds, early 
garrisons, mill sites, the former brick plant on the Bellamy 
River, old schools, the railroad station, the post office, and the 
meetinghouse. 

Recommendation: Inventory, stabilize, and protect 
gravestones. 
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Madbury’s scenic roads are a valuable historic resource. Two roads, Nute Road and Cherry Lane, are 
designated scenic roads. Work in the vicinity of scenic roadways should be carefully monitored, with 
particular attention paid to the preservation of large trees and stonewalls. 

Recommendation: Preserve the historic character of Madbury's scenic roads. 

In light of the developmental pressure currently being felt throughout the region, every effort should be 
made to preserve the town's historic landscapes. Specific locations that deserve priority status are 
Town Hall Road from Route 155 to Cherry Lane, the vicinity of Long Hill Road, Hicks Hill, and the 
area near Royall's Cove and Piscataqua Road, also known as Madbury Beach. 

Recommendation: Identify historic resources in critical need of protection, and pursue a program for 
acquiring conservation easements. 

The National Register of Historic Places is the nation's 
official list of historically significant buildings, structures, 
sites, and districts. Although National Register listing imposes 
no restrictions on private property owners, it does offer the 
townspeople some measure of protection from undesirable 
proposals that are licensed or funded by the federal 
government, such as State/Federal highway project, for 
example. The town should consider nominating appropriate 
sites to the National Register. 
One candidate for listing as a district is the center of town, 
encompassing the Town Hall, the DeMerritt House, Elliot 
Rose, Hicks Hill, Boody Rock, Union Church, Kingman 
Farm, a graveyard and the town cemetery. The town should 
consider taking steps to maintain the rural character of the 
Civic District by developing local historic design standards. 

Elliot Greenhouses 
Route 155 
c. 1910
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